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Introduction 

This guide is meant to outline policies as determined by the Vuecrest Board of Directors 
(hereinafter referred to as “Board”.) It is meant to clarify and supplement the Protective 
Restrictions and Bylaws. Consistent with the Vuecrest board’s duties to ensure that all structures 
and exterior alterations in our neighborhood are “compatible with the design, proportions and 
appearance of the other buildings in the Vuecrest Addition,” and “protect the individual 
homeowner’s views” the following guidelines apply to the design, installation, and maintenance of 
solar energy systems (“Systems”). These guidelines are designed to be compatible with 
applicable laws, such as RCW 64.38.055. 

System Design and Installation Requirements 

1. No part of a roof-mounted System may extend higher than the elevation of the roof ridge 
of the section of the roof upon which that part of the System is mounted. In the case of 
portions of roof structures that do not have a roof ridge line, no part of a roof-mounted 
system may extend to an elevation higher than the highest elevation of that portion of the 
roof structure to which the system is mounted. 

2. The array of panels in any roof-mounted System shall be mounted in such a way that 
their surfaces conform to the same plane as that portion of the roof surface to which they 
are mounted. 

3. A roof-mounted System facing the street must have the top edge of the solar energy 
panel parallel to the roof ridge. 

4. All frames, brackets, piping, wiring of roof-mounted Systems must be painted to 
coordinate with the roofing material.  This paint should minimize reflection and be 
maintained over the life of the system. If the selected System components have been 
manufactured in a coordinating color, this provision may be waived upon review by the 
Board. 

5. All frames, brackets, piping, wiring of non-roof-mounted Systems must be painted to 
match surrounding materials. This paint should minimize reflection and be maintained 
over the life of the system. If the selected System components have been manufactured 
in a coordinating color, this provision may be waived upon review by the Board. 

6. Ground-mounted Systems must be shielded to minimize visibility from the street or 
neighboring properties, as long as this does not prohibit economic installation of the solar 
energy panel or degrade the operational performance quality of the solar energy panel by 
more than ten percent.  

7. Systems should be specified with low-glare materials and products. All systems require 
review by the Board.  Systems should be designed and installed to minimize reflections 
and glare seen from other homes in Vuecrest. This includes the positioning and angling 
of panels, selection of low-glare panels and non-reflective frames, brackets, and piping. 
This requirement should not degrade operational efficiency by more than twenty percent 
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or prohibit economic installation of the System. 

8. Systems may not exceed the Height Limit of a property, as defined in the Protective 
Restrictions. 

9. Before approval, the outline and profile of the System must be verified by the Board to 
ensure that it does not block protected views from other properties in Vuecrest. This is 
typically done with poles and strings erected by the installer, builder, or architect. 

10. Per the Protective Restrictions, all Systems must be reviewed and approved by a 
licensed architect before plans are approved. The architect should be instructed to 
endeavor to minimize the visual impact of the proposed installation upon neighbors. 

 

 


